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k * H E following Memoirs were e drawn 
1 0 Pp immediately on the deceaſe of the 


gentleman, whoſe caſe i is related, with a 
view to be Publiſhed, but for certain rea- 
ſons the agen was then laid afide ; thoſe 
| reaſons no longer ſubliſting, they are now, 


»- + . 14 ns av * 


with the moſt reſpectful compaſſion, pro- 


poſed to the ſerious and unprcjudiced at- 
5 tention of thoſe who neglect the falvation | 
of God, and particularly | to the riſing ge- 
: neration, who are in very great danger, 


from the growing infidelity and licen- | 


tiouſneſs of the age. 
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8 Se. 
Axor oa for x exhibiting an example of 


7. by ſome, | 
* thought — hu there are preju- 


dices which threaten this attempt, the 
obyi ting of which, it is * will not 
| "a tedious, . 


— 


Ny would be indecent. to queſtion the 
e Ai. 199 EHOASIVE 1 APE ord! * 
truth of a narrative from an eye and ear 
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witneſs, 5 his veracity is juſtly im- 
te 91 El Sd ih sine: 2 
peached ; but, admitting the extraordi- 
If 1 2 Li e d o 47h 
nary act, ſome object to its being made 
If * eb 3 „ * FI 1 CEPT FETs 
public." y TW converſion, or death- bed | 
1 : 121 
repentance, ſay they, t tends to fink the f im- 
— 8 20 on se 307 
. Portance of a good. life, and to lay youth 
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| Bader a temptation to  procraſtinate their 6 


; #4. 3*. E n . & h. 
future and everlaſting Concern, to which 
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they are evidently | prone. ; A thought this, 
Het TIES Ann 


| too painful for him who has at heart the 
hood os: 1c bam! 4th 
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ſalvation of fouls. Under theſe pretences, 
ſome would conceal the moſt firikingin-! 
ſtances of a change on the borders of eter- 
nityzz but whatever occaſion may be taken 
| feom-the grage of God, by the flothful or 
voluptuous, it will be far from::proving, 
that this 3 is its fEndency ; and the objection 
5 comes very improperly from thaſs whore 
adocates lor unlimitefl mercy, ami who! 
extenuate the deptavity of fallen, human 
mature, for ſurely the nearer a man is ta 
eternal perditionz che brighter diſplay of | 
merey in his. tecvery 1 and, arhat enn be 
a more ſhameful evidence of an habitual; | 
deep -rooted- vileneſs, than a natural and: 
ſtrong diſpofition: 10 abuſe ahat grace by 
| which a rebel; ig: af a brand plycked/jout/ 
of the fire? The remonſtrance in page 
45 of tho following ſheets, may convin | 
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any ſober perſon, that t to continue * 
becauſe a tranſgreſſor may repent, and be 
ſaved in the end, is the hi gheſt folly 
Ne madneſs; "uu an inſolent ee 
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— eonfefhcd, 8 le oonver- | 
ſion, after: a life ſpent in vanity; is rare, 
and ſeeing ſuch is the deceit of the human 
heart, and ſo many are tho inſtances in 
which thicomridtions andivows * a threa-- 
in ſo dchr that he blen returns again to 
to his courſe, that theſe :appearances are 
very unc dertain; e u e ee 
8 be, in the judgment of charity, concern- 
ing thoſe who depart: confeſſing their 
ſins, and crying for mercy, our concluſion 
„ of 


PFPBREACE wm 
of their ſtate cannot be abſolute; and; in- 
deed, private teſtimony. may be ſufficient 
for the ſubject, and yet fall ſhort of ſas 
tisfying: the world; we. ſhould, theres. 
| fore, be cautious of holding up notorious 
tranſgreflors as examples of mercy, who 
had no ſpace allowed them to manifeſt a 
change by its genuine fruits, for nothing 
| ſhortof theſe are an adequate means of 
* in them that are without. 

e e ee S at bed 
— not to infit.on the 
inſtantaneous nature Gs. proper r 


8 an pa . — 1 
he warranted, any to. ail t that he will 


not? Conſidering the wickedueſs of the 
age. it ſeems not unreaſonable to ſuppoſe 
that among the three thouſand fouls, that 


were 


PREFACE 
were called under Peter; there were ſome 
whoſe. paſt converſacion deſerved public | 
cenſure Es that as-it may, (is there 
no inſtance. on record, of an ignorant 
dying tranfgreſfor, being entiphrened. and 
brought; to the obedience? of faith? At 
lealt, the penitent malefadtor, Who was 
crucified With Jeſus, is one: the rebuk 
| d ſcoffing follows 
n aſl confe ſſion, which extends 5 
to the evil of the fact for which be was 
executed, aöd his vindication of the 8a- 
viour, if ſincere: and if not; 'how is it 
that he was embraced and admitted to Pa- 
radiſe? :Theſe, I fay, with the ſtrong faith 
expreſſed in his addrefs, prove him a peni- 2 
tent indeed, unleſs thete may bean impeni- 7 
| rent heliever. 1 know that rather chan at 
A 45" | 9 IR effi- 
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| efficacious diyine operation many oonjec 
tures have been advanced, but they ap- 


Pear to me unſupported by the leaſt ſingle 
n 5 wow — ſorni hy Have A 


— of this thief, — of Sons | 
for which he died 3 they repreſent: him fo J 
virtuous and innocent, that he needed not T 


the repentanoe required of; many others, | 
wh might nevertheleſs be reſtrained fro 


the like tranſgreflion of which he was 
2 guilty; 2 vain and groundleſs conception 
this, againſt the higheſt probability, ſee 
ing none but the meaneft,” and moſt arros 
clus malefactors were put to death 6fi = 
the croſs; beſides, the manifeſt deſign of 


throwing! the utmoſt- contenipt* on ut 
Lord, in his death, muſt naturallyhave 


induced his murderers to have fixed on 
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the vileſt of men, in their power, to be 
executed with him. Nor do they lefs ſa- 
vor of prejudice who would. perſuade 
us that this man had heard of Chriſt while 
in n priſon, where he previouſly. exerciſed 
2 deep and long repentance, and that he 
came up to the place of execution deter- 
mined to confeſs the Meſſiah; but it is 
ure more madeſt and rational, with a * * 
late i ingenious writer, to conſider this ori- 
minal as a glorious inſtance of the power, 
as well as ſovereignty of divine grace. 
Now, if this is an eſtabliſhed exam ple c of 
a wicked man's repentance taking place 
at the ; cloſe of life, ſuch - miracles of 
mercy, though not very frequent, are cre+ 
dible; and as to the impropriety or dan- 
or of king them public, eſpecially 7 
when 


| . Doctor Doddetidge. 


Fn ZFACE *] 
hen the: fact is well authenticatet and | 
frikiog, if any, it is no leſd an objettion 
to the: teſtimony of God concerning tho 
penitent thief, in conſequence of which; 
his extraordinary and very Jate converſion 
will be mentioned, where the n is 
prin to the end of the rar 
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N as hereafter obſerved: theſe Mes 
moirs are not of a libertine: We ſhould 
wear a different aſpect in chriſtian ſociety, 
if all profeſſors of every denomination 
were as morally ſober, diligent” and ho- 
norable as the gentleman" referred to ;# 
and though, as appears from the cafe 
of the thief, a paſt ſinful courſe; does not 
exclude the true convert from pardon, 
however late his repentance, neither does 
the mercy he obtains lefſen the obligation 
b 2 _ 


* See page 32. 
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to practical holineſs, without which, all 
pretence to religion 1 is vain; yet, the re⸗ 
covery of one to the faith who has been 
free from any vulgar diſſipation; gives leſs 
occaſion to the adverſary, or the habitual 
bent of mankind to abuſe divine grace. 
Indeed the gonverſion of a man who, in 
the pride of his heart, has diſdained the 
falvation of God, may, in ſome reſpects, 
be more extraordinary and difficult than 
that of one openly profane; but the dan- 
ger of another preſuming on this exam - 
Ple i in a courſe of iniquity, is not ſo great 
28 it would be in the caſe of a 1 


Ir is * | that the candor convin⸗ 
ced | that there is no juſt, objection to a re- 
port of theſe ſingular inſtances. of ſove- 
reign grace; what opinion he may form 


CLE A En 
| on the enſuing account is uncertain, but it # 
contains certain facts which are related 
without any diſguiſe, and exhibits an 'eXx+ 
ample of the peril and ſorrou to which 
they - expoſe: themfelves who preſume on a 
hope unwarranted by heaven, and which, 
under the light of the goſpel, can be 
deemed no leſs, than an ungrateful and 
daring rebellion againſt the counſel of 
God. This perverſe oppofition to the! in- 


finite wiſdom and grace of the Father, 
in the hope ſet before us, through faith 
| in the blood of his Son, will one day ap- 
, pear a moſt heinous tranſgreſſion: "A 
tranſgreſſion, exceeding all others, of 
which an apoſtate creature is capable. 
Nothing fo fearful and hopeleſs, under the 
alarms of a guilty conſcience, in the near 


views of eternity, as a convidtion of har- 


ing 


Aly PRE A O E 


jog deſpiſed divine mercy in the only Res i 
deemer ! This binds the unhappy man 
under the terrors of the Almighty : And 
if truly the wages of fin ;-of every fin, 
is death ;—a death, the contrary to eter- 
nal life; what muſt be the deſert and 
conſequence of a final contempt of the 


Saviour ? 


"+ 


ar is paid concerning the do- 
meſtic and civil affairs, or moral cha- | 
racter of the deceaſed, ſeemed needful to 
illuſtrate his caſe, and it 15 hoped. that this 
awakening in ſtance may be ſubſervient to- 
wards giving a check to the wide-ſpread- 
ing deluſion with which many ſeem to 
flatter themſelves in a vain notion of the 
mercy. of God, without reſpe& to his 


: righteouſneſs, They may conceit that his 
_ will paſs by their infirmities, that 


is, all the ſins they commit in an inordi- 
„ nate 


7 nate purſuit aſter the riches and pleaſu me, 
of life, to the neglect: a Ingram va 
| | God: is juſt, vrhafe und is revealed 
_ all. ungodlines and umighteonſ- 
| neſs of men. de i 98 MSI, 


like to he affected by any examples: but 
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E Tas ee is the more. tobe re 


5 garded as it not only tends to lay open the 191 


ſources of infidelity, and the confuſion 
and deſpair of an unbeliever, on his ſenſi 


ble approach to his judge, but likewiſe - = 
affords another proof of rich and free 
grace for the encouragement of him that 


repents, notwithſtanding his former re- 


dellion. : 


MorTAs Geile * . W date, 
are ſcarce better than atheiſts, and not 
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| he Who 18. perſuaded 5 f . 
aome, and that man ſhall exiſt i in the in- 


dgment to 


* world for ever, muſt admit 
ope in death is of the utmoſt i impor⸗ 


tance, and, in proportion, be concerned 
to ſee that his 07 is well grounded. To 
this Enquiry the enſuing account will ha- 


turally lead Bim, who will not preſume to 


0 hazard bis eternal all on the uncertain? 


eonjecture of gical imagination, but 
is determined ſoberly o examine his con- 
fidence, by the teſtimony of God, in which 


every. hope. not founded. on Chiiſt i is re · 


- 


* 
of L 


*. was s the repeated and earneſt defire 


of this young gentleman | to become a mo- 


nument for the warning of others. This, 


with the infinite obligations v we are under 
for 
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be thought a ſufficient reaſon with the ſe- 


| rious for publiſhing his caſe, ad if it : 
ſhould come into the hands of any who 
ſtcoff at the religion of Jeſus, may it be 
their mercy, before it is tos late, to re. 
pent of their folly, that, in like manner, 
being enabled to truſt i in God, reconciled 
2 the death of his Son, they N alſo ob⸗ 
"rain remiſſion, and be ſaved | 


Inpzrp there is little proſpect of con- 


vincing thoſe, who, after a religious edu» 


cation, have caſt away the word of the 


Lord, and rejected his grace. Yet even 


the caſe of ſuch perſons i is not deſperate 3 
if, therefore, the teſtimony of one who 
was recovered out of theſe fad circum- 


ſtances, when his departure was at hand, 
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and whoſe” ble and . are "not WL” 


be queſtioned, ſhould be the happy means 


of reſtoring 2 ſinner. bn the paths of 


deſtruction; it will be an occaſion of gra- 


titude and joy to the witneſs of this re- 


markable and gracious appearance of 


God, among whom, 


_— : _—_— 
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Dear Reader, is 


Ĩhine hearty Friend, 


Benjamin WALLIN, 


And Servant in the Goſpel, 


- ati. a. 1 4 
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1 HE worthy bern whoſe eaſs is res 1 
lated in the following pages, was 

| p borti in London in the year 1726. 
Afier a ſuitable education he applied to buſineſs 
under kis father, and having acquitted him- 
felf with great reputation, was taken into 
partnerſhip with bim. He ſoon diſcovered # 
talent for improving his advantageons ſitua- 
tion, in which he acted with « fingular dili- 
gence and ſucceſs. In this connexion he re- 


mained till * rgth of Jantaty, 1758, when his 
A a Bonney 


by. the ut of e on 3 expert, and 
aflidu us endeavours, | his N greatly f 
increaſed. 


3 is too oftin ſeen that proſperity in q 
world exalts a man, through the pride of his 
heart, above a decent regard to thoſe who 
are about him: Not ſo our friend, we lament. 
Noz. | to, his | honored mother, Who * ſurvived 
him, he behaved with the utmoſt duty, and 
became as an huſband. To the welfare and 
comfort of his ſiſters he was likewiſe ever at- 
tentive, ſeeking their intereſts with an impar- 5 

tial and generous concern, and ſparing no pains 

or expence to render them happy in life. Nor 
Was he leſs diſpoſed to ew kindneſs to others; 
inſomuch that he was moſt tenderly loved by 
his tamily, and juſtly eſteemed by all his ac- 
—— 


Bur my defi ign is not to enlarge on his civil 


cavalier; in reſpect of which, I think, he c: came 


Ot * ice departed Nor, 27; 1766. 
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behind few if an, in ane Thel hie- 
moirs are rather intendecÞto preſerwe u remem- 


brance of this valuable, and, I truſt, now happy 


man, in regard of his religious ſentiments, 
and the dealings of God with his ſoul, when 


he called him out of | this ſtate, that the living | 


may be inſtructed and warned; for, as ob- 


ſerved in the preface, he often declared on bis 
dying bed, that. he was a monument to others, 
and as ſuch he earneſtly defired his friends to 
conſider bim. e 


** 2 
* 


by is afl to wt but dis — 
youth, with al his good- qualities and: great 
improvements in life, was left-in the vanity: 
his mind gradually to wander from the prin. 
ciples of the goſpel in which he had been 


15. 


trained, He caſt off fear, . neglected prayer, F 


and, aſſociated himſelf with'(eptickl: perſons, 
till, at length, his notions were contrary' d 
the teſtimony of God,. Thus he unhappily 
fell into company, and a Wa of thinking | 
which made work for bitter repetitaticezi 48 
will hereafter appear. d A558 fnuννj?⁴ 


Fa _— I ; «. > > . i 4 
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Taz death S hip facher farmed te aaa 
his concera and give him a tuen for ar while, 


| which revived the harz of chen who wiſhed = 


bim well for gtermity.;. hut, alas, the proud 
 xeaſonings. of tha fleſh, became too powerful 
| for theſe occaſioual. or ſuperfigial conyidtions ; 
they were accordingly ſtifled, and he ſabn re · 
lapſed and became mate than ever determined 
in bis oppoſition. to the tui. Nererthęleſi, 
he continued 10 attend the worſhip. of God 
among Proteſtant Diſſenters, and chiefly where 
thoſe doctrines are preached which it now ap- 
- pears he deſpiſed ; and ſuch was hisechaviour, 
 that;bowerer Jealous ſome might be of: hig 
defect in points of religion, it was not- eaſy 
fat the generality of thoſe 1 _—— his 
houſe 0 aer it. e i 0 
n 220 
; Ae 4 in * fonily at the gin of ti 
birth,.. nat did any change in ptavidence inter- 
5 pr our our friendſhip. And ſince he appeared 
in the yould, my connexions with him were 
in intimate as our different age, ſtation, and 


5 5 circumſtances, can well be ſuppoſed to admit, 
religious 
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- alinatior " om me in 1 f this 

| pature 505 lirtle extraordinary, hut yes iber 
nere fo. many other probable zealng for this 
ſyynebs, that I could not decently impure in (o 
corruption in principle, 1 ſometimes feared 
that he was too much iavalved in che cares 

and pleaſures of life, but had na ſuſpicion: of 
his being led away from the counſel of God, 
by ihe a e, ** dere a. 


"WP 
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"oaks midſt; of bis deb; 754 Fulos. of 
nung and when the purpoſe of his heart 
Was enlarged, having lately much extended 
bis buſineſs and habitation, in 2 reaſdnable 
proſpect of further enjoyment and uſcfulaeſs, 
death overtook him. The diſorder with which 
he was ſeized was an inflammation i in his liver. 
le had complained for ſome time, and eipe- 
cually on Monday, April 15 yet in the evening 
was chearful with a friend who came to ſee 
him, but that night was much indiſpoſed, and 
e bag a te next day. Na danger 
Way 


except ſuch as che Yeark' of bear affectionate 
relations uſually ſuggeſt, on any thing like u 
threatening attack. On that day a phyſiciah 
was called, he grew worſe, and in the night 
was delirioys, yet with intervals fufficient to 
dictate his will to à friend, Wo "Tat EY with 
hey Ss ang won rook 1 it e mn ' 


| e SH org 129! "II £2 
* N 0 vi 
Or Ty about ix in 'the morning; 


a 2 Ak came with his deſire to ſee me. 


I immediately went, and found him perfectly 
; ſenſible; he 8 his hand, and addrefled 


me as follows: © over ads nate bay t 5175 
— 1 7 5 f $ 7 441 i442 * 4 410 : San er! * gte 1 0 27 


* « My dear' Sir you, are not unaccuſtomed 
to attend a dying bed; 1 am dead man. 
* Preſuming on my ſtrength, I have been 
«careleſs, and, ab 1 may fay; fooled away 
et my life. How long 1 may continue is un- 
certain; but ſoon, —very Toon, — probably 
before another ſetting! ſun,” I ſhall be in 
E.eternity.!—God hath loaded me with his 
if favors i in ms but, througli pro? 
, «c craſtination, : 


3 n, my affairs are not ſetiled to my 
44 © mind, let me intreat you to pray for and 
« adviſe me; 1 ſent for you. as a friend to 
&e r whom I would open my mind.” 1 
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Arz prayer, corn his face 0 
the head of the bed, and in the moſt reverend 
poſture he was capable, with an audible voice 
he called upon God, earneſtly beſeeching that 
he would ſend down his Spirit to comfort him, 
that he might be prepared for his change, that 
death might not overtake him as a thief in the 
night, nor a dying hour be a dreadful hour. 
He then with great fervency pleaded i in behalf 
of his dear mother and ſiſters, commending 5 
them to the protection of the Almighty, and 
concluded with earneſt cries for himſelf, | This | 
being over, he turned again to me, and having 
repeated ſome things relative to his famil y 
(which he had before committed to writing) 
with an exactneſs which ſhewed him to be i in 
full poſſeſſion of his reaſoning powers; he 
haſtened to withdraw himſelf from the viſible 
objects of time, to > thoſe unſeen and eternal; , | 


- 


| lamenting 


t55 


netting ery fitefruptton bf Hil 


Himel Boing. 4 ©, ith hej "the 1 
" procraſtinätion! But, firs ci T think 
: 6c 72 1 ſad diſaſter . | 15 
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72 70K. 7 n er % 
a $2.48 oo * p 7 = of > 4 * * a 


V's 3 $241 12 


A rin fegara tot his vibe mother . 
prevailed above all other temporal cbnterns ; 
he often tnentlohiet Ber with à ingular affec- 
tion, yet delfred that (he migdit not ſee him, 
apprehending it wotid be to their mutual ſor- 
row. He obſervec that 45 lie Had 4 Tight, i 
he thought it tits duty to difpote"of bis fub- 
ſtance to the ſatisfaction and advantage of his . 
family ;' and having finiſhed his Inſtructions, a 
looking back on his _ eflate, which was 
very conliderable, he '* pathetically ſa aid, — 
Whit is all this? A bubble! A mere vapour 
in compariſon of \ what | 15 before me! Tar, 


continued he, goin S into efcontly, to » appear 


| 4 . 14 


* v pee. ——— recorded bir of 
faggeſted to bim by others, but eee er the Gates 
of au own mind and confctence, 


in 


} 


12 


iz che preſence of God; n e 5 


ceive, but have greatly offended iu preſuming 


with a ſenſe of his folly, and. whoſe hope wan 
forſaking him in the proſpebt of an immediate 
| Giflolution which was fearful indeed! [His 
iſters appearing, he tenderly embraced them, 
with a ſolemn farewel, and though they orice 
or twice looked in upon him, he took little no- 4 
rice, and ſeemed rather defirous that they 
ſhould refrain. About this time the phyſcian 
came in, and finding him poſſeſſed with a no- 
tion that all means would fail, very properly n 
addreſſed him with an aſſurance, that his ſymp- 
toms, however threatening, left room for 506, 
that what he ſhould preſcribe might prove to 
his advantage; and earneſtly deſired that he ; 
vould not cut his way before him, and prevent 
him in the diſcharge of his duty. Out friend 
had before ſubmitted to the laying a bliſter on 
his head, and on this remonſtrance of his 
doctor, he declared Himſelf” ready for any ap- 
= n thought fit, but at t che ſame time 
1 1 was 


on his mercy,—Unoorranted mercy! This:he 
expreſſed Jike ane-who was deeply wounded 


1 wy - 
was fully perſuaded that a few:hours whuld 
terminate his life. The uſe, of - leeches: was 
ordered immediately, which, however fit in 
elf, greatly diſturbed him; and, together 
with the anxiety of his mind on account of 
bis ſtate, ſo-hurried his ſpirits, as to render him ; 
incapable of executing the inſtrument pre- 
— by his own direction for the diſpoſal of 
his worldly. ſubſtance, which he afterwards on 
cool reflexion declined. e! 10 
W 2 7. 2 15 6 
I this dats Pr WA about twelve at 
| noon, I left him with a gentleman (his brother 
in-law) and two other intimate friends, who at- 
tended his bleeding, and waited on his ſorrow- 
ful parent, from whom I returned about three, 
when I found him in the utmoſt diſtreſs, and 
indeed on the borders of deſpair. It was aw- 
ful to behold his countenance, geſtures, and 
language, unite in expreſſing. the anguiſh of 
his mind. This agony aroſe, not from a de- 
ſire of life, or from the terrors of natural 
death. I diſcovered no regret at parting with 
the affluence of this world, or the leaſt ſlaviſh 


** 5 


i 3 
fk dt yintg 2 inssmuck har his reli 
tion and fortitude in theſe reſpects were truly 
aſtoniſhing. Nor could I perceive any ſingu- 
lar weight on his conſcience in reſpect of his 
moral behaviour. Indeed, he was now far 
from boaſting of this, or reſting his Hope o 
A ene contrary, he 
was ready to own himſelf vile; as will pre- 
ſently t be ſeen, but bis mind was chiefly em- 
ployed in bitter reflexions on his inordinate 
deſire after the things of this. world, and ſtill 
more on his rebellion againſt God. by exalting 
Himſelf in oppoſition to the counſels of his 
grace: ptide, ambition, hypocriſy, and pre- 
1 the arrows en wh” 
ot ai foie d Vivan ors Io aan 
ate ee * Ahn bagwüs- | 
| tance; who“ was in manner conſtantly with 
him, came into the room, and found him in 
exceeding great trouble of ſoul, which he ſig- 
nified by a ſtriking exhortation to thoſe wh 
Vere about hin This gentleman acquaint 
me in writing;'6 That it in in that t petiod, « our dying 
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9 friend was very earneſt that his diſtreſs might. 


38 
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= 
es be a warning to others, that they. might | 
/ avoid thoſe, ſnares into which he had un- 


- & happily fallen; he held bimſelf forth a 


<& dreadful: example. of attending to thoſe | 
. deiſtical principles, the wretched conſe» 
« quences. of which. be. now felt, beſerching 
one and another to ſnun them. He greatly 
et lamented his attachment to the world, and, 
ct to uſe his on words, faith. his friend, he 
1 confeſſæd that he had devoted all his time, 
« abilities, and. invention, in the purſuit 7 


trade, in order to. increaſe his fortune, to 


e gratify a boundleſs ambition; and added, 
« for theſe things God hath juſtly forſaken 
tt me, and left me without hope! A deep 


impreſſion of the poverty of riches in the 
dime of need, ſays my worthy informant, 


A cyidenily appeared by an carneſt addrefs'to 


f*; one af * ſervants, to whom, among other 


oY * Til tern erm dabical is is not in a — 3 I prone 


bot that he intended thoſe principfes by which he was 


carried into a neglect of the ſalvatimickevealed in the 


| goſpel, i is plain from the currency of, his confeſſions, and 
| egrecable to 267 whey afterwards expreſly declared. See, | 


nigh $57 11 17521 1 
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THT 
* things, he faid, calling him-by his name ; 2 
« You have been a faithful and juſt ſervant 50 
6 me, and What would I now give had I been 
* the ſer vans and you the maſter. Then ſhould 
. 1 have probably eſcaped thoſe ſnares i in 
*. which J have fallen, and for which I now 
* ſuffer! He bittefly lamentad the follies of 
| *, his paſt life, and with great anguiſh of ſpiris 
* cried out O time, time! O the deceitful . 
*. neſs of riches! The pride of man! Tha 
4 vanity of the world! And called on us hq 
x ſurrounded his bed to behold him, as * the 
Va boundleſs. exernity—without hope ? 


- In this forlorn and deplorable ſtate he neyer- 
cheleſs in a ſolemn. manner confeſſed. to the 
Almighty his righteouſneſs in forſaking him, 
and ſnewed great reſi ignation to his will, de- 
claring, that whatever puniſhment the offended 
Majeſty. of Heaven thought fit to nn Jon 
wound: Juſtify him 1 in it for ever. 
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"ANOTHER friend who ſtood near obſerved, 
that he had not for/aken God, but only fer- 
got him; to which he replied, with a ſingular 
earneſtneſs, yes, 1 have forſaken him, by pre- 
ſuming on his abſolute merey; but, never did 
I ſee bis juſtice | in the light I now do! "He 
then again  beſought us to take warning by 
him, who he ſaid was held up a ſpectacleʒ 2 
adding, he cometh upon me with the thick 
boſſes of his buckler! And turning to one of 
his ſervants, he charged him on no account. 
whatever to tranſact any worldly buſineſs on 
the * ſabbath day; ; this, ſaid he, I never did 
but once, and that was on the laſt fabbath py 
had to improve !—A circumſtance, ſaith his 
| friend, which, through the tenderneſs of his 
| conſcience, ſeemed in a particular manner to 
_ Eiftreſs him. He added, that God had ſtrip- 
ped him naked by taking away every depen- 
dance, and moſt pathetically lamented that he 
ſhould never ſee his dear father, and honored 
grand-father. No more, ſaith he, ſhall I ſee 
them, except at a dreadful diſtance ! Then, 
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See page 35. 


pointing 


4 
F 5 
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pointing to ſome friends who were preſent, ſaid : 
| he, There's you, and you, may meet after death, 
and be happy; but, as for me, I ſhall be for 
ever cut off from your ſociety. He then 
mentioned two perſons by name, who i in all 
appearance died in their ſins, - who he ſaid 


| were gone before him to miſery, and that he 


ſhould ſoon join them; and. alſo named 
another perſon, then alive, whoſe character 
was exceedingly prophane, who he ſaid, if 


finally i * would quickly come Wow , 


* was SS ich. ha bak TED to 
mark bis condition, and "OY the ſorrows 
that now overwhelmed him. „ faith he, 
whenever the love of the 2 ſhall entice 
you, or in whatever ſhape ſin ſhall allure you, 
ſtop; — think of me Let a remembrance 


of my diſtreſs ſave you from complying, and 
break the ſnare, In a ſtriking manner he ex- 


horted them to look forward to their dying 
hour, and ardently wiſhed he could make 
them ſenſible, in the leaſt degree, of what he 


nc felt — He 3 the Almighty in 


05 50 leaving 
* ; 


x os 1 
hinies: bien void of comfort at this: awful 
Juncture; ſaying, F: firſt left God by reſtrain · 
ing prayer before him; I left off praying in 
private, and date my ruin from thence!- Soon 
after another perſon came to the fide of his 
bed, and beholding with aſtoniſhment and 
grief his deſponding condition, earneſtly i in- 
treated him to look to Chriſt as the friend of 
ſinners, who was ready to ſave all who come 
to him: to which he made no reply; but 
that gentleman added, That the mercy of 
God was infinite, apprehending that he men- 
tioned it as a ſeparate foundation for the hope 
of the guilty, as he himſelf once imagined; 
it touched him to the quick; inſomuch that 
in a ſeeming great agon y he puſhed him away, 
crying, 1 adjure thee no more to mention the 
L unuarranted meicy of God [—That is the 
rock en _ [- have _— F; FO 


* 1 Joth not + appear rom the written account put into 
my harids, that the term undbarrantid was theh uſed by 
him; but/he too often repeated that expreſion, t to leave 
any ORE: doubt of his meaning. „ 


Tr1s 


Tuts — my ro · Ro, 
eation from attending t the deceaſed, perfectly, 
1 with what Ef heard, and faw.upon, 
my return. He frequently cried, * I have pres, 
* ſumed on unwarranted mercy, and God hath 
66 « juſtly forſaken me!” And one time, with an 
evident indignation againſt himſelf for his i in- 
tolerable haughtineſs, he ſaid, «4; chought 
* J had A claim to rank with ſome who enjoy 
<« the rewards of the celeſtial world; but 


3 — - 


40 alas, I have preſumed Jy: . e. as 1 underſtood 
him, on account of his ſuperior virtue, and 
goodneſs, having been morally ſober and 1 
beral, whereas now he was deepl 7 convinced 
of his very great ſinfulneſs, no leſs than of 
his daring preſumption on the uncovenanted 
mercies of an abſolute God; for he preſently | 
moaned as a man aſtoniſhed. and. loſt, in the 
following words : . I couſd not have thought 
« that God was ſuch a God! That 1 was a 
6c « creature ſo corrupt Or that he would ſo. 
« mark mine iniquity. 1 my wretebednęſs 
b 20 Il am all over vile nothing but a lump 
of ſin la naked ſoul befote God 
E 2 There 3 


a, — 
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EVE 


& ready \—He has oo me a monument = ; 
« T ſhall be hung up a ſpectacle, envying 
* angels and ſaints in glory !—A myſtery not 


6 to be explained by any God himſelf will 


«& not explain what I am!” It *j is plain from 


other things he. dropped, that he intended | 
either that he was a myſtery.of divine diſpen- 


fation, being ſo highly indul ged in providence, 


yet left i in the pride of his heart to ſtumble. 
at grace ; or that he was a myſtery of i iniquity, | 
for he was aſtoniſhed at the abſurdity of his 


conduct, and his perverſe unbelief, on which 


account he exclaimed againſt himſelf as an hy- 
poerite; for, on mentioning ſome paſſages of 


ſcripture, he obſerved they had been words of 
courſe with him in time paſt; but, alas, faith 


he, „my ſeeming regard to the ſeriptures was 
van; my attendance on worſhip was with 
*. views not en ge. 1 have been no other than | 


473 . 


© © Tt ſeemed needful to throw ſome light on this ſen- 


' tence,” and I am perſuaded that our friend'referred to one 
or both. * — 


4 g 
* 


1 


« a de- 


1 
\ 
C 
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1 deceiver, and a Deiſt in diſguiſe I. So bitter 
were his reflexions, and ſeyere his bell. on. 


5 demnation 1 


Hz was a qarneltly ſet on judging himſelf 
before God, and in the views of eternity. 
Sometimes he ſcrutinized into his ſpirit and 
conduct i in civil and mercantile life, and ſeemed 
unconſcious of allowed iniquity there, or of 
any thing accounted diſhonourable i in trade; 
which, there is reaſon to conclude, ſome who 
grow rich in this world have cauſe to repent | 
in the end; not but, as we have ſeen, he 

mourned his too great attachment to worldly 

: poſſeſſions, | and I believe few have been more 
thoroughly convinced of the evil there is in 

placing our affections upon them. However, 
he was chiefly | taken up with the thoughts of his 

3 diſobedience to the goſpel; he ſorely regretted 

his ſtumbling at the myſtery of the Father and 
the Son, or plurality of divine perſons, 1 ſo clearly 
revealed in the ſalvation of ſinners; whom, we 
ſhall ſee, in his lateſt moments, he acknow- 
— with the utmoſt devotion. In ſhort, 
C 2 he 


1 3 
he was Fr the day long e as a criminal who pre- 
ſented bimſelf at the bar of his Judge, with 
unreſerved confeſſions of his guilt, with terror, 
yet not in * abſolute deſpair, | but now and then 
dropping a word that favored of hope, or at 


leaſt a diſtant proſpect of mercy z from which 
however he was foon interrupted by a cloud of 


xranſgreſſions z chat, to uſe the words of the 
Pſaltniſt, went over his head. Then he re- 
newed his pointed reflexions . O my pre- 
, ſumption! 1 haye run on the thick bots 


o 


. Indeed, the deceaſed had 3 . ES pre- 
ſumption, and long remained without hope; hence his 
fears of being a monument of juſtice ran high. On 
theſe accounts he might be truly ſtyled hopeleſs, but he 
never abſolutely deſpaired, for he continued to cry to the 

ord, and was ready to hear what was ſaid from his 
word, both which are refuſed by the man Who utterly 
deſpairs; beſides, a defperate ſinner will not jullify God 
as he did. It is one thing to be without preſent hope and 
to dread being loſt, and another thing totally to caſt off 

all hope of obtaining mercy; in which caſe, as appears 
from the example mentioned hereafter, the ſubject 'is 
Prone, to rage and blaſpheme'; but, as obſerved, no ſuch 
impiety attended the complaints and fears of our vr expiripy 
+ ana 25S | 


6c of 
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| te of his buckler; he 18 juſt i in forſaking me. | 
And thus he went on lamenting his deplorable 
condition, as one awfully afraid of not ob- 
taining that falvation in Chriſt he had pre- 
ſumed to deſpiſe, and at the ſame time per- 
ſuaded that: _ ther hope w was as Aattering and 
nnn 
VVV als pet e 


32.24, 


922 ily diele might be the Sab, l bietend 
not to Judge, but he appeared, when com- 
poſed, to be free from natural pain. And 
might not the diſtreſs of his mind produce 
this effect: ? 8 ben theſe firs | were 
Leibed perfect PO: Animal weakneſs da 
trouble of mind were diſcovered i in his man- 
ner, but nothing properly delirious; he rea- 
ſoned fubtilly againſt the arguments uſed to 
alleviate his diſtreſs, and continued to con- 
demn himſelf for fin and unbelief, and eſpe- 
cially * bis raſh N on the —_ of 


God, 


4 * 1 
God, which filled him with fearful are. 
ſions of bis righteous pleaſes 7M 


I 


f 3 


 Azour ten, I left wn * an \ bour, — on 
my. return found him ſtill in anxiety and ſor- 
row, with his friends laboring to comfort 
him. Deeply affected with his mournful caſe, 5 
we joined in our endeavors to lead him into 
the view of God, reconciled in his Son; we 
pleaded his abounding grace in Chriſt ſt Jeſus, 
and the tenor of the goſpel, in which pardon 
is held forth to che chief of ſinners an repen- 
rance, not excepting the moſt perverſe unbe- 
lievers. He liſtened with ſome hopeful at- 
tention, which encouraged us to proceed, and 
inſiſt on the ſenſe he diſcovered of his evil; 
that his unfeigned humiliation in the fight 
| ; of God for his pride and baughty conceits, 
: anſwered to. the ſcripture account of a divine. 
power in the ſaving conviction of a ſinnet, 
and the nature of evangelical repentance 3 and 
referred him to 2 Cor. X. 4, 5. The weapons 
of our warfare are mighty through God to. 
(he — down of "m_— Boldt; caſting down 
imagi- 


ü 2 1 

imaginations, or reaſoni ngs 3 i: e. T obſerved, 
thoſe haughty reaſonings of the fleſh, or carnat 
reaſonings, whereby proud man is Prone to 
exalt himſelf againſt the ſalvation of God. 
On the mention of carnas | reaſonings, he catched 
at the phraſe, and eagerly replied; Ah carnal 
* reaſonings ! by theſe I have been oppoſing the 
divine counſel, and preſumed the unwarrant- 
ce ed claim,” or words to that purpoſe. This 
threw him i into freſh conſternation and ſorrow ; * 
but recovering again, we renewed our attempts 
as he ſeemed able to bear it. We remonſtrated 
the character of our bleſſed Redeemer, as 4 
Saviour impartial and perfect, which in itſelf 
inſured the acceptance of every finner who i is 
| enabled to humble himſelf, and come with 
confeſſion unto him for life, according 1 to his 
own expreſs declaration, John vi. 37. Him that 
cometh to me, I will in no wiſe caſt out. To 
this we ſubjoined other divine declarations of 
mercy in the Mediator that occurred, and 
| : withal pointed out the baſeneſs of deſpair, 
under ſach proclamations of rich and free 
grace, in a diſtruſt of the faithfulneſs of God 


in 


* 24 J 
in his Son,—He appeared much. aged, 


1 


and at length! lifted up bis head, and with a, 
countenance. and accent which betokened ſome. | 
hope, though attended with fear, he faid, 
Gad hath put theſe words into your mouth. * 
Yet again | he replied, fixing his eyes upon me, 


with a peculiar emphaſis, but 1 have def; piſed 
44 ou or it, I cannot be certain which, for the 


laſt word was ſpoke low ; 1 think i it was Hou; ; 


. and it appeared to me that hereby he diſco- 


vered not fo much his deſpondency, which f 
ſeemed now wearing off, as his aſtoniſhment | 


that any comfort ſhould be conveyed by an 


5 inſtrument he had deſpiſed, not from any per- 


| ſonal diſreſpect; for, as hinted already, a cor- 
dial friendſhip fubſifted between us, but purely 


on account of the doctrine I preached, againt 


r 


which he was prejudiced ; however, it cer- 


rainly included his light or contempt | of the 


grace we had been « opening. We accordingly 
| proceeded | to ſhew particularly from the ex 
ample: of Saul, and of thoſe who crucified 
5 our Lord, who, on repentance, received re- 


miſſion of fins, that a contempt of the goſpel, 
= "Ws 


t 2 1 
* intniſters of the word, or even of Chriſk 


Himſelf; can be no reaſonable objection to the 
hope- of a man who obtains mercy to repent : 
of is PR as he Was enabled to do. 6 


ow Rr Alon he ſbethed + bag ih hls mind, 


and diſcovered ſome hope, though I cannot 
recollect tlie words he then dropped, which 


vere few, and ſcarce uttered forth, for his | 
ſpirits were nearly ſpent; and it being 


now almoſt twelve, we retired, and left him 
with a ſervant” ot two, and 4 particular a- | 
quaintance, who took the watch of the night | 
the laſt night the deceaſed was in time j in 
which, though compara tively ſllent, he oc- 


caſionally ſpoke ſome things which afford fa- 


tisfaction, and demand our thankfulneſs. 


The account of his friend who fat by him i is 
as follows: «Ar midnight 1 was again at the 
& fide of his bed, when, after enquiring who 
„J was, he looked ſtedfaſtly at tie, calling 


eme by my name, be ſaid; O what are the 


- 66 poſſeſſions of this world ! O the pride and 


”= * ambition of men! Man would oppoſe even 
pon „ the 


* 


gg + T T 26 I 
Oy as Almighty, biwſelfß ll \O«thti-pridei-ob : 
< man ie then. Wy _—_—_— As 
6 | his en may. be et 
Ws to my family When reproaching himſelf - 
«, for not i improving thoſe. proyidgntia} fayors, | 


|  « perſon preſent, mentioned for his encau- 


„ ragement, the kindggſs, and, lays of God: 

towards man, thoygh,ynworthy ang. ſinful, = 
adding, that he had ſo, loved the, world as 
cc to give his Son for a propitiation, for their - 
« fins, and that bis blood cleanſed, from, all, 
2 ſin, and, that thoſe who bel lieved in him, 
46 ſhould find merey and be happy for ever. 

« « —His anſwer was, ah! But have I believed, 
% jn him ? ? Another perſon anſwered um, 
5 4c Yes, you have believed, in him, and ſubs. 
be mitted to him as your Saviour. Ah ſaid 
« he again, have 7 Nor, continued his friend, 
&« you - could not have expreſſed yourſelf 
in the manner vou always, did; in your 
0 + prayers, if you had not believed in him. 
40 He repeated the. word. 2 


2 lers, and ſaid, ho 


es den walked fa rgplacy deine fa. 


"= mily 


EF: 
oy nity" as fle dughtz that he had not Been 
* chat eample to 5 hvuſe as nen have 
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20 r chen was Hlent for ſome time, but 
„ his mind Nemed to be greatly employed, 
i from his continual lifting up of both hands 
d in a devotional way, and then claſping them 
together upon his brealt; his lips moving 

& at the ſame time; but what he ſaid was ſo | 
oe e riot to be underſtood. | : 


« Wu EN aur kim 15 he turned towards 
ee me, and ſaid diſtinctly and ſolemnly; Read 
& the word of the Lord o, as the word of the 
Lord. This (pauſing forme time between) 
< he! often repeated: in like manner he did 


x 1 


A eaution ever ſeaſonable ; for want of attending to 
che divine authority and infallible truth of the ſerip- 
tures, many hear and read the word without profit ; 
while it is to be feared that ſome, not conſidering whoſe 
word it is, preſume to ſpeculate, in a way of carnal 
reaſoning, on the myſteries « contained 'to their own de- 
fraction. The ſubject of theſe memoixs was ſenſible of 
this, to which 10 doubt he referred. See page 18. 


2 2 21 


able energy, 2 8 he Lord is good, and his 


$ tender mercies are oper all the works. of 
& his bands. Then, after a long pauſe, the 
« mercies of the Lord are equal; he will 
* have mercy upon one as well as another of 
6 «< his ſeryants, mentioning the name of a late 
* friend, and joining it with his own, he 
« made frequent repetition of each, and that 


bs the Lord would have _ ou both. 


1. Ty * . time a his ex 


* The Lord will protect his Fm; 5 
46 will truſt in him; the Lord i is good, &c. 


i And then, with a peculia accent. eſpeci- 


ally upon the appropriating particle, and 
 * with his hand ſuddenly ſtretched out, he 
4 ſaid, I will put ak cruſt i in the Lord my 


40 God. 
5 "Mis ; 6:44 2 UE th Js 25 
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= | War * Wan r were repe · | 
titions of the tne kind and very frequent, 
A | <« till 


1 th Ghoſt {om 15 we * * aid * ; 
15 9 or four times diſtin8ly, and with a remark» | 


ea A a a —_ 


+ %A: 


b till about five on Friday morning. when his 
voĩce was exceeding low and faint, but he, 
« « fore Gina 1 e e 


, 

| 4 

> 5 # 

fa EX _. 
#0 % 


"Tax above 3 is literally tranſcribed, - 
that T might not vary in a fingle circumſtance; 
it exactly agrees with the preceding teſtimo- 
nies, and may ſerve to confirm the deep ſenſe 
our late dear friend had of the vanity of the 
world; the pride of fallen man, the divine 
authority of the Scriptures, and the impor- 
tance of that grace which is in Chriſt Jefus, 
and what is ſtill more, and a matter of joy, 
that he was truly brought to reſt his hope on 
the Son of God, after eren MY 9 
ed of his former Sues oro 1 e 


-, 


Hi poke miele a remaining oe of his 
life,” and choſe to be left to himſelf; his 
friends therefore ayoided giving him the leaſt 
diſturbance, but in looking upon him had the 
pleaſure to find, by his compoſure, and now 
and then a word, that he patiently endured | 


wich courage and hope, in expectation of his 
change, 


<_ 
- 


E 


change, Ine 4 man bo Had reliſted this 
world; at the call of heaven, in dope vf the 
mercy of our Lord J cfusC brit ute life ever- 


laſting, 


* 85 y b 
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" Towanns the eveving, n before his 
departure, his boſom Friend, who. attended 
him from the beginning, being deſirous, if | 


poſſible, of further ſatisfaction, requeſted to 
know whether he was eaſy in: his mind? 
He very calmly, and with great de votion, 
0 uttered: theſe words 5 Bleſſed be God 


for all his mercies — bleſſed be God for all 
40 his goodneis —bleſſed be the Father, the 
Son and the Holy Ghoſt; Which, faith 
this Gentleman, were the laſt words he ſpoke; 
_ excepting about an hour before he left the 
world, which ſeemed to be extorted by the 


pangs of expfring nature, and which was 


only———< O dear l from which time he 


gradually f fonk, till at tengrh, quite exhauſted, 


with no othe 
breathed out his ſoul, about half an hour af⸗ 


& ten 4 ache * of Friday, the ;th''of 


"April, 


r viſible ſymptom than a figh, 


85 6 2. 8 5 
April, 17665 and, in the 39h, ear of his. 


485, Thus the Lord dealt with qur amiable: 
ffiend, whole, memory, will beheld in efteem,, 
and, whoſe.cireymſtanees, and ae Ma 
anch at anl. merit our eee 


1821 
1 | 
70 a 


% ; : By 
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Au now, my dear — — 1 is thy 


judgment? Was not, the deceaſed a. fingular 


inſtance of. the. ſovereign grace,, and power of, | 
God? A diſtinguiſhing monument of the, 5 


mercy he once in unbelief preſumed to deſ- 
piſe? Conſider the evil he lamented, his ear- 
neſt beart- ſearchings, and bis open confeſ-, 
x ſions, how he Juſtified, God, and abaſed him 
ſelf, under the awful expectation of bearing; 
his. iniquity; with what, indignation and zeal. 
| he expoſed and condemned all his pride and 


vain glory; the ſelf. abharrence.. with which 


be ſo frankly acknowledged his guilt unto the 
Lord he had offended, under a lively ſenſe of 


his omaiſeience and righteouſneſs, and in th 


near proſpect of appearing beforè him. Re- 
member that in his utmoſt diſtreſs; he was not 
| cats deſpair, and, above all, that. 


ps, — 
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(#1 
bis fear, however tormenting and dreadful 
- for a ſeaſon, was removed, and ſucceeded 5 
with hope. Review theſe particulats, and 
ſay, Do I flatter” myſelf- or him that is de- 
parted? « Did not God grant to this Man 
oe + Fepentance unto life wy 


# 
E x 4 
2 


Bl 
TITLES me to try Had to illuſtrate the 
experience of this penitent, by comparing it 

with that of ſome others who have been a- 

vakened in the article of death, His hope | 
vas not that of à man who, though unre 

lenting, after a courſe of iniquity, preſumes | 
on future happineſs againſt reaſon and . 

ture; nor was his repentance like that of a 

libertine, who roars in proſpect of the pu- 

niſhment due to his: filthy converſation, but 
is not concerned about the evil of ſin, and 

g the diſhononr he hath done the divine perfec- 

tions and law : indeed he was truly and juſtly* 

| humbled for his conduct in many reſpects, 
but his manner of life, was far from licen- 
tious, and it was his great concern that he 


hes finned * God; that, devoted to this 
9 4 55 1 world, 


[ | 33 J 
A 5 - * i F 


Lord, and given up tothe pride of lf heut. 
e had forſaken: the Lord, 


this be the concern of a carnal inind, which 
is enmity againſt God, and delights in fin, 
however its deſert hn; be dreaded t Le. 


[ ; £ | e S# 


I | vy 3: # 18 e 3 


3 bw was cv cis a "hk Geitleinth 


4 che nature of an athieſt who has lived 


in contempt of all evidence, natural or re- 
vealed, denying the exiſtence of God, the 


"immortality of the ſoul, and e to 
come; or at leaſt, in an arrogant and malicious 


eontradiction to enen of Chriſt. Some 


have apoſtatized from a religious education i in- 
a to no leſs abſurd and horrid infidelity, and when 


the eyes of ſuch A wretch are opened, in the 


22 


ſtanees, though. not very many, he is at once 


perſuaded into the reality of the. things he 
denied, and his own utter ruin; too late un- 


deceived, he feels himſelf falling into the 
hands of the living God, and every convie- 


PF. tion 


and preſumed on 
his metry; in a way contrary do his nüture and 
will, and in contempt of the goſpel: Can 


Views of eternity, of which there are in- 


4 


1.2121 


don "ſeals his damnation | An awful. e 
5 of which is before me:; the hopeleſs 
tranſgreſſor, ſi d and terrified in the near 


and certain proſpect of everlaſting burnings, 

fearfully cries; * Oh that I had never ex- 
_ * iſted 5 that I had never known what religion 
<<. was! O that thou wouldſt take away my 
” being! But deſpairing of this; O that I was 
4. ent : ye rocks and mountains, that ye 
t cenſed God!” And, at length, he breaks 
| out into the moſt blaſphemous wiſhes . © 
«6 chat there was no God, or that this God 


. A young Nudent in the law, of an honourable fa- 
muy, who came up to London, wick ſerious impreſſions, 
but being rallied; out of his religious ſentiments, be- 

came atheiſtical, and cxitically wicked, in which Gate, 

being overtaken, he died in deſpair. His Caſe was 
reprinted. in the Weekly Miſcellany, on Saturday, 

February 17, 17 38. and warranted genuine. How- 
ever, from the well known 'caſe of Francis Spira and 

others, and even from the Scripture itſelf, we may 

gather that deſpairing ſinners are prone to this e 

| owing apd | blaſphemy. ak 


„ 


sc would 


FF 
Mr Sy a wk 
= ceaſe” to be, for J am fure he 


© never have mercy © on me? O that I Were 
* * With many like dreadful and 
impious ſpeeches, the effects of impenitence 
and deſpair, which are ſhocking to hear; 
blefſed be God, the deceaſed diſcovered 1 
ſuch rancour or daring oppoſition to the Al- ; 
mighty; true, his vanity and rebellion was 
great, and great was his terror and anguiſh: 
Hie thought that the Lord had juſtly forſaken 
2 him, and feared ; yea, for a ſeaſon, "ſeemed 
to conclude, that his portion would be with 
unbelievers; nevertheleſs, in the utmoſt lengths 
of his difobedience' to the counſels” of Hea- 
ven, he acknowledged God, and had an eye 
ro his favor in the world to come, though 
in a manner of which he was afterwards | 
aſhamed; he was ſo far from deſpiſing all 
religion, that we have ſeen him condemn 
himfelf highly for a ſingle inſtance of ſecu- 
lar employment, on the day of the Lord, 
though complied with in conſequence of re- 
peared ſolicitations, and- not without relue- 


2 tance: It f is to be feated that ſome who call 
E 2 them- 


themſelves Chriſtians, would not have ſcrus. 
pled the engagement he lamented ; but. Sa- 


bath breaking, or employing the ſeaſans a- 


pointed | for divine ſervice and ſpiritualconcerns, 
in worldly buſineſs, or carnal delights, however 
it may be extenuated-in an age of pleaſure and 
lulewarmneſs in matters of religion, no prac- 
tice, is more deſtrudtive or criminal; it tends to 
infidelity, and is an inlet to the indulgence of 
every preſumptuous vice, to the ruin of a 
multitude. The, fearful puniſhment of this 
impiety, under the, former diſpenſation, | was 
but a ſhadow of the anger of God, when it 
ſhall ſmoke againſt him that deſpiſeth his 
name. There was no ſuperſtition ; in the con- 
cern our friend expreſſed on that point, and, 
though 1 it was nothing to boaſt of, it certainly 
proved that he preſerved a regard for divine 
worſhip. When he diſcovered that bis hope 
Was ill grounded, and had loſt the anchor of 
his ſoul at the fwellings of Jordan, no 


wonder he was amazed and dejected It was 
awful to think of appearing naked before the 
| Almicht _ and righteous oy and bitter 

5 | Wen & 


* 37: H 
were the things which he uit prdt 1 Ws 


ſpirit of, a deſpairin 

on the contrary, he was ever — 
ſelf to the will of God, even when. he loo —4 
for the ſtrokes of his juſtjce ; and neyer once 
ſet his mouth againſt heaven nor Was he at 
any period {a deſponding as to be averſe to 
the hearing of mercy s though. exceeding 
careful not to flatter. himſelf, and in the end 
was enabled to. declare with his dying wy hi 


en on ae as 5 God. .. 
} TT EY : 
- 1M 1 10 obſerve Pn 2000 this Fe 
man's repentance will appear genuine, when 
e conſider of what f he repented; namely ; 
| 4 366 : &5 128808 AE 2 un 


1 To repent of unbelief is not barely to be con- 
Vinced of having rejected the mercy of God in Chriſt, 
with an apprehenſion of its dreadful event, and an ear- 
neſt, though, alas, fruitleſs, deſire to avoid it; but this 
implies a ſenſe of the vileneſs of unbelief, and ſelf- 
abaſement for it, accompanied with truſt in the Lord, by 
which alone it is compleated. The Impenitent'deſpair- 
ing tranſgreſſor may ſee that he is an unbelie ver, and as 

5 ſuch 


o 
* 


n 
Ela Un hank his Son. Men ly be” 
Forint ef their immoral pra i 


ience; but it is the ſupernatural vat « of the 
Sßirit to bring a ſinner to mourn unbelief. 
Ion xvi. 9. * He, i. e. the Holy Ghoſt; ſaith 
the Lord, will reprove the world of In becauſe 
110 telibve not on me.” Of all kinds of peni- 
bfice, that which hath pride and unbelief for 
its dete objetts is moſt clearly evangelical 
and ſaving; 1 think it may be ſafely pro- 
1 nounced, a repentance that needeth not to be 
zented hol for 1 ON ein the man who truly 


futh exctide# From hope, and expoſed to the vengeance 

_ of fin-hating God; he may alſo wiſh himſelf capable | 
' of faith; as a means of his being freed from his preſent 

tor ments, or fearful expectation ; but he that is con- 

Vinced of the „ of unbelief, and fincerely bewails it; 

At that humbles himſelf for the pride of his heart, and 
inordinate affection to the world, thoſe curſed ſprings 

- of infidelity and wickedneſs, gnd who, in the end, is 

\#gbled to hope in the mercy of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt 

unto life everlaſting ; — Ins 

1 LE Wat e 


4 
„ 


mourns 


t 39 3 


| nourns his oppoßtion to the counſel. ef Oed 7 
and the ſceptre ef his grace, be! in f tiatgi.gf 
enmity and rebellion againſt him? This mult 
he the effect of a divine change, nor can the 
ſhort of an affurance in himſelf that ho bath 
obtained mercy, or be incapable of expreſſing 
it to others, but we know by the word of the 
Lord that his repentance is ĩpfallibly connected 
with remiſſion of ſins, and life everiaſting: | 
| Such wes he repentance of him whole depar- 
ture we lament, and we haye ſcen that he not 
only obtained a comfortable hope in his omn 
ſoul, but alſo was enabled, in a meaſure, to tei 
* the ſane ee were "_ him. 5 


— a fuer p : 


our friend? On what pricciples mill 127 
man en. nee. him ee en. 
to accept of his mercy 70 Redeemer ? 
Can a deiſt, or a libertine ; much leſs can | 
one who is . with the pride and cor- 
ruption 


Lt: 40 ] 
_ euption of fallen man, and —— the 
goſpel} queſtion this change? Can he heſitate 
the pardon and ſalvation of a ſelf-abaſed ſin- 
ner, -whoy with u ſenſe of his guilt, and an 
abhorrence of his pride and preſumption, is 
helped, through grace, to rely on the promiſe 
of a reconciled God, and the infinite merits of 
his Son? Such conſolations, through mercy, 
'we-have in che iſſue of our travail with him 
who is now taken from us! I. hope however 
mture being almoſt ſpent, before peace reach- 
ed his conſcierice; which prevented a more full 
and explicit expreſſion of his faith, than might 
vorher wiſe have been expected, that from the 
evidente he gave, w may: ſoberly and joy- 
fully declare our full perſuaſion on the 
teſtimony of God, that, through ſove- 
reign grace, he was paſſed from death unto 
nie, and that he is accordingly now admitted, 
in his ſeparate ſtate, among the living in Jeru- 
ſalem, where the ſpirits of the juſt made per- 
fect, are ſolaced in the * of God and 
of the . e 10 Ab © ac3 
| 205 E 2 ws rome np i 10 
no | 0 


Many 


Tak 
Maur ofefvl refletionsimiglit be advanced 
upon this remarkable inſtanee of the power 
and grace of che Almighey; but l havealreas 
dy exceeded, yet, muſt take leave, ſtill fur- 


ther, to treſpaſs on the patience E * en 
while I mention. a feu. ail 26 gi cobalt 


ql Wil. YER 3 eee ie. 
by Ws 5 ibat 4 „ abound in the 
gifts of nature and providence, and never 
theleſs be left to deſpiſe the wiſdom and rights 
eouſneſs of God revealed in the goſpel; alſo 
that there may de a plauſible appearance in 
the deportmenht of a nominal. Chriſtian, and; 
at the ſame timd, a. ſecret habitual diſcegard of 
the ſalvation of God: It likewiſe appears, thac 
preſumption on the unwarranted mercy of 
God, in neglect of the mediation and work 
of his Son, ſtands connected with an immode- 
rate love of this world, and Proceeds from 
falſe and flattering notions of the Deity, light 
thoughts of ſin, high' ſelf-conceit, and undue 
valuation of morality, human goodneſs, and 
other natural attainments : \ Theſe things, 
_ excellent in their kind and degree, 
| F 1 come 


(4] 


come ſhort of true piety, and like all other 
4 qualities and works of a fallen creature, how- 
ever beneficial to the. ſubject, or to others, 


are altogether inſufficient, and, indeed, have 


4 no place in procuring the pardon of ſin, or his 


| Juſtification i in the fight of Jehovah, his judge: : 


Again we may ſee that it may be the will of 


| God to permit a choſen veſſel of mercy, for 


ſuch is the man who attains repentance unto 


: life, as we truſt was the caſe with our friend, 


to walk | in unbelief almoſt to the end of his 


days; but, however rivetted his prejudices 
may be, the Almighty i is able. to reduce him 


- 


to the obedience of faith. He can, at his | 
pleaſure, caſt down his haughty imagina- 
tions, make him willing to renounce all bis 


= = pride and vain-glory, and come with ſelf. con- 
| demnation, and ſue for pardon and life, at the 


hand of Chriſt, the only redeemer, whoſe grace 
he formerly deſpiſed : And further, this mov- 


ing inſtance may ſerve to evince, that convic- 
tions of unbelief, whereby the hope of the 


| tranſgreſſor is removed, i in the article of death, 


| briog the Win into a deplorable condition ; , 


but 


— 


LET: 


but Wes an be to God, it Po appears 


that there is mercy at hand, for the real peni- 


rent, even though it be i in the lateſt period of bi 
his life; for the Lord i is no ee of per- | 


"fs 


Aup now, my Chriſtian Reader how great 1 
-and diſtinguiſhing the mercy, if thou haſt eſ⸗ 5 


caped the infidelity and preſumption in which 


many are Joſt, and which expoſes the few who 7% 
are recovered to ſuch horrible fear and dejee- af > 
tion of ſoul ! 10. then, admire and bleſs the 

| kindneſs of thy Saviour who hath preſerved 
thee from the piercing ſorrows of a wounded 


conſcience, for conterpt of * i: SHO which 
is in 1 Chriſt! | | 955 


Ler this alſo be a warning to any who pre- 
ſume i in like manner. Without bordering o on 
perſonal reflection, or unchriſtian jealouſy, y, is 

no feaſon to fear that many of the riling 


+44 E: 


generation, deſcended from the faithful, "even 


youths, truly amiable i in many reſpects, never- 


theleſs, thus vaunting themſelves i in a depen- 5 


dence chat will make ther aſhamed? Aft . 
F 2 thou; 


31. 


rt, 1441]. 


thou of this aun xr, dear Siri? \ Take. heed bs 
.thy foul l. Thou ant, moral and. decent in thy 
outward behavior; ĩt is well. Thqu art look- 
ing for mercy, and expecting tio be happy in 
the favor of God: This is more becoming 
39 than with the athieſt or libertine, ſcor nfully to 
- exclude thy ſelf from all concern about a future 
felicity 3 yet thou ſeeſt that a man, may flatter 
himſelf in a falſe hope; then be not offended 
mom intreat thee ſeriouſly 40 examine the 
ound of thine gyn; Doth it lie out of 
Chu, or is it bujlt on the ablolate mercy of 
God? It will ſurely deceive thee. Think, I 
-beſeech thee, on the amazement and diſtreſs of 
him whoſe caſe 1 have faithfully related :—His 


natural ſenſe was ſtrong; his apprehenſions of - 
fa, of the righteouſneſs. of God, and of 

| judgement to come; theſe important reali · | 

ties, ſtand ſupported, by reaſon and divine 


revelation ; $7 it Was the, Tepe ted dying e- 


f queſt: of our friend, that you. ſhould take 


*% + we it 


him for an inſtance of telly and preſump- 
tion. Behold, then, his fear and confeſſion, his | 
abalement . Elif Hear bim ezelaim 
N mm api 


1 = 
_ agaioſt himſelf, juſtify God in. forſakin him. 
and bitterly dament his hopelefs condition 
See him tręnibling ac the borders of etetuity, 
a ſelf. condemped criminal; expecting inſtunti 
to appear at the awful tribunal} Think how 
thou canſtiendure, if, when death overtakes 
thee, thy hope ſhould in ke manner be ro- 
moved and, above all, thin hei dread- 
ful the ſtate of an vnbeliever, unleſs unde- 
ceived: heforę h is paſſod / iatq the preſeneg of 
his Judge, auh hates all zinig aity, ande 
will 1 them who will not obey the 
Soſpel! to yo! 1 6 oh mit i i 
Ar thou benßted to * abuſe this lnftnce 
of grace, and to ſay, «] may go on 10 ſin and 
dec unbelief, ſince after a life ſpent-in anhabi- 
065 tual oppoſition to the: court of heaven, 
* being awakened to repentance,” there is 
cis merey PW hat can be? more vile, than 
thus to argue in favour of "rebellion from 
grace ? But, are not the terrors of the deceal- 
ed, and th&anguiſh' of © his Tout, dreadful to- 
kens of the diſpleaſure of God, and pains ſuf- 
Hcient to warn thee! ? Would any man expoſe | 
him- 
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even though he could enſure a pardon in the 
end? Beſides, art thou certain of ſpace and 
ability to repent ? This mercy is rarely vouch- 
Tafedin the hour of death, and can it be ex= 
pected by him who continueth in a wilful 
courſe of diſobedience, with ſuch an inſtance | 
before him? O, be intreated not to preſume! 
If thy dependence is the ſame with that which | 
once deceived and wounded him who is gone, 
—repent,.and quit y v vain hope z flee to the 
1 ſtrong- hold of Zion; to the Lord Jeſus | 
Chriſt; in him God hath mercy on ſingers, 
« neither is there ſalvation in any Other !*? 
He thatis not ſaved by Chriſt will inevitably 
periſh! Jeſus i is the judge who is able to ſave 
nnd alſo to deſtroy: He comes quickly to 
award the righteous and the wicked; there- 
| fore, 66 Kiſs the. ſon, leſt he be angry, and 
« ye periſh from the way, when his wrath i is 
«6 « kindled but a little: a!l they, and they 
ih 2 are ee who truſt ; in him e 
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a will not ſtretch forth his omnipotent arm and 
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Non ſhould ir be omitted that this example | 
may be improved i into an argument agaiaſt = 
giving up forloſt any who oppoſe themſelves i in 
like manner. We may juſtly tremble for thoſe — ; 
who exalt themſelves againſt God and his . 
grace: Their folly and danger is great; but : 
we ſhould not be altogether hopeleſs concern- 
ing them 3 they are ſtill within the reach of 
the Almighty: And are we certain that he 2 


deliver them? No; then, alas, had our friend 
been loſt! but he obtained mercy. We are 
therefore not to deſpair, . even of ſcofling and 
perverſe ynbelievers, rather let us plead for 
their converſion, and as we have opportunity 
inſtruct them in love ; 3 who knoweth but that 
the Lord may be gracious ? 2:98 Peradven- 
* ture he will give them repentance to che ac- 
. know ledgment of the truth, that they 
may awake, and recover themſelves: out of 
40 the ſnare of the devil. 55 But, is any 0 one 
: convinced of his preſumption, deprived. of 
his hope, and ready to periſh? Here is 3 
freſh inſtance of ſuperabounding grace, to 
| a " 


tw) 
oüräge his return to the © Lord. Fear 
not, O trembling foul'! - He that had com- 
paſſion on that penitent, whoſe genuine caſe 
we have ſincerely related; will alſo extend it 
to thee; fall down at his feet; confeſs freely 
_ thy ſin; reject thy former vain confidence, 
and truſt in the Lord, . for with the Lord 
& there is mercy, and with him there is plen- 
c teous we 27 


Is one 1 all who are witneſs to the 
affecting ſcene of this dying bed, remember 
and fear: Let us adore the Lord, and for 
ever give thanks to his name. O that each 
ſurviving friend and relation of the deceaſed, 
may be found in that faith in which we truſt he 
departed! May every high thing that exalteth 
itſelf againſt the knowledge of God be caſt 
don, and every thought be brought into 
ceaptivity to the obedience of Chriſt; that, 
reſting alone on his merit and power, we may 
obtain life everlaſting: So ſhall we join this 
Pattern of divine ſovereignty and love, in 
Prailing the riches of grace, in the kingdom 
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Preparing for the Preſs by the Au THOR, 
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PRODIGAL SON. 
IN FOUR PARTS. 
IN ONE POCKET VOLUME, 


| __ConTAINING ABOUT TWENTY SHzzTs, 
ON A NEW TYPE AND FINE PAPER. 
(Price THREE. SHILLINGS ſtitched.) : 


1 2 4 ll 


As it is but too juſtly lamented that youthful luſts, 
and prejudices againſt the Goſpel, abound to a threa- 
tening degree, it is hoped that this ſmall attempt 
will not prove unſeaſonable; they who are willing 
to encourage it, for the benefit of the riſing gene- 
ration, in a ſeaſon of danger, are defired to ſub- 
ſcribe for their number as ſoon as convenient, 


Poros Als, with a Specimen, may be had of te 
AvuTHOR, at No, 4, near the Mazepond, South- 
wark, and at J. BuckLAx , Paternoſter-Row ; 
G. KEITH, and E. GaRDIN ER in Gracechurch- 
Street; B. Tomkins, in Fenchurch - Street; 
R. Biskor, in Newport-Street, Leiceſter-Fields; 

and Mr, DzzMER's, Stationer, Shad- Thames. 


